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COMMUNIQUE

* Kk &k &

JOINT-COMMISSION
OF THE THEOLOGICAL DIALOGUE BETWEEN
THE ORTHODOX CHURCH AND THE ORIENTAL ORTHODOX NON-CHALCEDONIAN CHURCHES

(Chambésy, 10-15 December 1985)

* % k k

After two decades of unofficial theological consultations and meetings
(1964-1985), moved forward by the reconciling grace of the Holy Spirit, we,
the representatives of the two Families of the Orthodox Tradition, were
delegated by our Churches in their faithfulness to the Holy Trinity, and out
of their concern for the unity of the Body of Jesus Christ to take up our
theological dialogue on an official level.

We thank God, the Holy Trinity, the Father, the Son and the Holy'
Spirit, for granting us the fraternal spirit of love and understanding which
dominated our Meeting throughout.

The first part of our discussions centered on the appellation of the
two Families in our Dialogue. Some discussion was also devoted to the four
unofficial Consultations of Aarhus (1964}, Bristol (1967), Geneva (1970},
and Addis. Ababa (1971). It was thought that the studies and “agreed
statements” of these unofficial consultations as well as the studies of our
theologians could provide useful material for our official Dialogue.

A concrete form of methodology to be followed in our Dialogue was
adopted by the Joint-Commission. A Joint Sub-Committee of six theologians
was set up, three from each side, with the mandate to prepare common texts
for our future work.

For the next Meetings, whose aim would be to re-discover our common
grounds in Christology and Ecclesiology, the following main theme and
subsequent sub-themes were agreed upon:

“Towards a commwon Christology"

a) Problems of terminology

b) Conciliar formulations

¢) Historical factors

d) Interpretation of Christological dogmas today.

Special thanks were expressed to the Ecumenical Patriarchate for
convening this official Dialogue, as well as for the services and facilities
which were offered for our first Meeting here in Chambésy, Geneva, at the
Orthodox Centre.

We hope that the faithful of our Churches will pray with us for the
continuation and succes of our work.

+ Prof. Dr. CHRYSOSTOMOS KONSTANTINIDIS + BISHOP BISHOY
METROPOLITAN QF MYRA COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH :
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE Co-President of the Commission

Co-President of the Commission

Yoo



Communique
Joint Commission of the Theological Dialogue

between the Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches

(Anba Bishoy Monastery, Egypt)
20 - 24 June, 1989

The second meeting of the joint Commission of the Theological Dialbgue
. between the Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches took place
At the Anba Bishoi Monastery in Wadi-El-Natroun, Egypt from June 20th to
24th, 1989.

The official representatives of the two families of churches of the
Orthodox Churches met -in an atmosphere of warm cordiality and christian
brotherhood for four days at the guest house cf the Patriarchal residence
at the Monastery, and experienced the gracious hospitality and kindness
of the Cootic Orthodox Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and his church.

His Holiness Pope and Patriarch Shenouda addressed the opening
session of the meeting and appealed to the participants to find a way
to restore communion between the two families of Churches. The participants
also travelled to Cairo to listen to the weekly address of Pope Shenouda
to thousands of the faithful in the Great Cathedral of Cairo. Pope Shenouda

also received the participants at his residence later.

The twenty three participants came from thirteenth countries and
represented 13 churches, ( list of participants attached ). The main
item for consideration was the report of the Joint Sub-Committee of six
theologians on the problems of terminology and interpretation of Christo-
logical dogmas today. The meetings were co-chaired by His Eminence
Metropolitan Damaskinos of Switzerland and His Grace Bishop Bishoi of
Damiette. In his response to Pope Shenouda Metropolitan Damaskinos appealed
to the participants to overcome difficulties caused by differences of
formulation. Words should serve and expréss the essence, which is our
common search for restoration of full communion. " This division is an
anomalyb, a bleeding wound in the body of Christ, a wound which
according to His will that we humbly serve, must be healed ™.

A small drafting group composed of Metropolitan Paulos Mar Gregorios
of New Delhi, Professor Vlassios Phidas, Prof, Fr. John Romanides, Prof.
Dimitroff, and Mr. Joseph Moris Faltas produced a brief statement of .
faith based on the report of the joint subcommittee, in which the common

%Av-af—£_:9¢~maa, %@3&:47‘ ,?,’j-l!j W
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Christological convictions of the two sides were expressed. This stvatsment
after certain modifications, was adopted by the Joint Commission for
transmission to our churches, for their approval and as an expression for
our common faith, on the way to restoration of full communion between

the two families of Churches.

YoV
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JOINT-COMMISSION OF THR THEOLOGICAL DIALOGUE BETWEEN
THE - ORTHODOX CHURCH AND
THE ORIENTAL ORTHODOX CHURCHES
Orthodox Centre of Ecumenical Patriarchate Geneva
September 23 - 28, 1990

INTRODUCTION

The third meeting of the Joint Commission of the Theological
Dialogue between the Orthodex Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches
took place at the Orthodox Centre of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
Chambesy, Geneva, from September 23rd to 28th, 1990.

The official representatives of the two families of the Orthodox
Churches and their advisors met in an atmosphere of prayerful waiting on
the Holy Spirit and warm, cordial, christian brotherly affection. We
experienced the. gracious and generous hospitality of His Holiness
Patriarch Dimitrios I, through of His Eminence Metropolitan Demaskinos
of Switzerland in the Orthodox Centre of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. We
were also received two grand receptions, one at the residence of
Metropolitan Damaskinos and the other at the residence of His Excellency
Mr. Kerkinos, the Ambassador of Greece to the United Nations, and Mrs

Kerkinos.

The 34 participants (see list of participants) came from Austria,
Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czechoslovaekia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finnland, Greece,
India, Lebanon, Poland, Switzerland, Syria, U.K., U.S.A., U.S.S.R.
(Russian Church, Georgian Church and Armenian Church), and Yugoslavia.
The six days of meetings were co-chaired by His Eminence Metropolitan
Dameskinos of Switzerland and His Grace Metropolitan Bishoi of Damiette.
His Eminence Metropolitan Demaskinos in his inaugural address exhorted
the participants to ‘“work in a spirit of humility, brotherly love and
mutual recognition” so that "the Lard of the Faith and Head of His
Church® will guide us by the Holy Spirit on the speedier way towards
unity and cosmunion. . .
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The meeting received two reports, one from its Theological
Sub—Committee, which met at the Orthodox Centre, Chambéay (20-22, 1990),
and the other from its Sub—Committee on Pastoral Relations, which wmet at
the Anba Bishoy Monastery, Bgypt (Jan. 31— Febr. 4, 1990). The following
papers which had been presented to the Theological Sub-Committee were
distributed to the participants:

1. Dogmatic Formulations aod Anathemas by Local and Fcumenical
Synods within their Social Context — Revd Prof. John S.
Romanides, Church of Greece.

2. Anathemas and Coociliar Decisions — Two issues to be settled
for Restoration of Cosmmwunion Among Oriental Orthodox and
Eastern Orthodox Churches - Dr. Paulos Mar Gregorios,
Metropolitan of Delhi, Orthodox Syrian Church of the East.

3. Historical Factors and the Council of Chalcedon - Fr. T.
Malaty, Coptic Orthodox Church.

4, Historical Factors and the Terminology of the Synod of
Chelcedon (451) - Prof. Dr. Vlassios Phidas, Greek Orthodox
Patriarchate of Alexandria.

5. Interpretation of Christological Dogmas Today - Metropolitan
George Khodr - Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch.

6. Interpretation of Christological Dogmas Today — Bishop Mesrob
Rrikorian, Armenisn Apostolic Church of Etchmiedzin.

The six papers and the two Sub-Committee reports, along with the
"Summary of Conclusions”™ of the Fourth Unofficial Conversations at Addis
Ababa (1971) which was appended to the report of the Theological
Sub-Comnittee, formed the basis of our intensive and friendly discussion
on the issues and actiobs to be taken. A drafting committee composed of
Metropolitan George Khodr, Metropolitan Paulos Mar Gregorios, Archbishop
Kashishian, Archbishop Garima, Revd Prof. John Romanides, Metropolitan
Matta Mar Bustathijus (Syria), Prof. Ivan Dimitrov (Bulgaria) with Prof.
Y. Phidas and Bishop Krikorian as co-secretaries, produced the draft for
the Second Agreed Statement and Recommendations to Churches. Another
drafting Committee composed of Prof. Papavassiliou (Cyprus), Bishop
Christoforos (Czechoslovakia), Metropolitan Paulos Mar Gregorios and
Liqaselttanat Habtemariem (Ethiopia), with Fr. Dr. George Dragas as
secretary, produced the draft for the Recommenda: on Pastoral issues.
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The folowing is the text of the unanimously approved Second Agreed
Statement and Recommendatioos.

SECOND AGREED STATEMENT
AND RECOMMENDATIONS
TO THE CHURCHES

The first Agreed Statement on Christology (Annex 1) adopted by the
Joint Commission of the Theological Dimlogue between the Orthodox and
Oriental Orthodox Churches, at our historic meeting at the Anba Bishoy
Monastery, Egypt, from 20t to 24*» June 1989 forms the basis of this
Second Agreed Statement on the following affirmations of our common
faith and understanding, and recommendations on steps to be taken for
the communion of our two families of Churches in Jesus Christ our Lord,

who prayed “that they all may be one".

1. Both families agree in condemning the ERutychian heresy. Both
families coofess that the Logos, the Second Person of the Holy Trinmity,
only begotten of the Father before the sges and consubstantial with Him,
was incarnate and was born from the Virgin Mary Theotokos; fully
consubstantial with us, perfect man with soul, body and mind (voi¢); he
was crucified, died, was buried, and rose from the dead on the third
day, ascended to the Heavenly Father, where He sits on the right hand of
the Father ss Lord of all Creation. At Pentecost, by the coming of the
Holy Spirit He mapifested the Church as His Body. We look forwerd to His

coming again in the fullpess of His glory, accordirng to the Scriptures.

2. Both families condemn the Nestoriasn heresy &end the
crypto-Nestorianiam of Theodoret of Cyrus. They agree that it is not
sufficient merely to say that Christ is consubstan@inl both with His
Father and with us, by nature God and by pature man; it is necessary to
Affir- also that the Logos, Who is by nature God, became by nature Man,
by His Incarnation in the fullneln of time.

g/w/-.cum. D.,.u.mu\ *l{\‘ro‘)o‘b“uﬂ\% ’(., “AQA)\
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3. Both femilies agree that the Hypostesis of the Logos became
composite (oUvletog) by uniting to His divine uncreated nature with its
natural will and energy, which He has in common with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, created buman nature, which He assumed at the Incarnation

and made Bis own, with its patural will and energy.

4. Both families agree that the natures with their proper energies
and wills are united hypostatically and naturally without confusion,
without change, without division and without separation, and that they

are distinguished in thought alone (T Oewpiq névy).

5. Both families agree that He who wills and actsv is always the

one Hypostasis of the Logoa incarnate.

6. Both families agree in rejecting interpretations of Councils
which do not fully agree with the Horos of the Third Ecumenical Council
and the letter (433) of Cyril of Alexandria to John of Antioch.

7. The Orthodox agree that the Oriental Orthodox will continue to
maintain their traditional cyrillian terminology of "one onature of the
Incarnate Logos” ("ula ¢UoLc ToU Bcol Adyou ocoapuwpévy”), since they
acknowledge the double consubstantiality of the Logos which Eutyches
denied. The Orthodox also use this terminology. The Oriental Orthodox
agree that the Orthodox are justified im their use of the two-natures
formula, since they acknowledge that the distinction is "in thought
alone™ ( "tji Bewpla pévp™. Cyril interpreted correctly this use in his
letter to Joh'n of Antioch and his letters to Acacius of Melitene (PG 77,
184-201), to Bulogius (PG 77, 224-228) and to Succensus (PG 77, 228-245).

8. Both femilies accept the first three Ecumenical Councils, which
form our common heritage. In relation to the four later Councils of the
Orthodox Church, the Orthodox state that for them the above points 1-7
are the teachings elso of the four later Councils of the Orthodox
Church, while the Oriental Orthodox consider this statement of the
Orthodox as their interpretation. With this understanding, the Oriental
Orthodox respond to it positively.
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In relation to the teaching of the Seventh Ecumenical Council of
the Orthodox Church, the Oriental Orthodox agree that the theology and
practice of the veneration of icons taught by that Council are in basic
agreement with the teaching and practice of the Oriental Orthodox fraom
ancient times, long before the convening of the Council, and that we
bhave no disagreements in this regard.

9. In the light of our Agreed Statement on Christology as well as
of the above common affirmations, we have now clearly understood that
both families have always loyally maintained the same authentic Orthodox
Christological faith, and the unbroken continuity of the apostolic
tradition, though they may have used Christological terms in different
ways. It is this common faith and continuous loyalty to the Apestolic

Tradition that should be the basis of our unity and communion.

10. Both families agree that all the anathemas and condemnations
of the past which now divide us should be lifted by the Churches in
order that the last obstacle to the full unity and cosmunion of our two
femilies cen be removed by the grace and power of God. Both families
agree that the lifting of anathemas and condemnations will be
consummated on the basis that the Councils and Fathers previously

anathematized or condemned are not heretical.

We therefore recommend to our Churches the following practical

steps:

A. The Orthodox should 1lift all anathemas and condemnations
against all Oriental Orthodox Councils end fathers whom they
have anathematised or condemned in the past.

B. The Oriental Orthodox should at the same time lift all
anathemas and condemnations againat all Orthodox Councils and
fathers, whom they have anathematised or condemned in the
past.

f/'ftl-'/‘&ffn Ddﬂoﬁ/-\ r{d‘foro‘p“am 'k\‘ »AQ‘P '
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C. The manner in which the anathemas are to be lifted should be
decided by the Churches individually.

‘ Trusting in thé pover of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth,
Unity and Love, we submit this Agreed Statement and Recommendations to
our venerable Churches for their consideration and actiom, praying that
thd same Spirit will lkad us to that unity for which our Lord prayed and
ptays. '
Signatures
of the Second Agreed Statement and Recommendations to the Churches_Chambéﬁy,

28 Seplemberisac
Aty e Do BN gl B T

Metropolitan Damaskinos Metropolitan Bishoi
Co-President Co-President
(Ecumenica) Patrjarchate) {Coptic Orthodox Church)

— B-ishop b Mesrold K KukouasS™

Prof. Vlassios Phidas Bishop Dr. Mesrob Krikorian
Co-Secretary Co~Secretary
(Greek Orth. Patr. Alexandria) (Armenian Church of Etchmiadzia)
‘ﬁ( sJt-x—v/fj :
Prof. Atha cﬁaos anitis Metropolitan Dr.‘Paulos Mar Gregorios
(Ecumenical Patriarchate) (orth. Syrian Church of the East)
. - e
v J&S’fl M'fa%f .
etropo(;;an Chrysostomos Doctorate Joseph M. Faltas
of Peristerion Assistant Co-Secretary
(EE unenical Patriarchate) (Coptic Orthodox Church)
+ !cunen; lrchlte + Coptic(Orthodox Church
) ._-==::::: .
Prof. Father George Dragas Bishop Serapion
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Signatures of the Second Agreed Stat

¢t and R

rdations to the Churches,Chambesy,

28 September 1990

Orthodox members

4 Greek Orth. Patr.
Wiy

Metropolitan Petros of Aksum

4 Greek Orth. Patr. Antioch
T her speedt ,
74/&~‘,"4O.q &—/\..J\.,.‘

S

Hétropolitan George Khodr

+ Russian Patriarchate

\% 3@5 oﬂ?/’ZQ

Mr Nikolai Zabolotski

Foiop? fpedac?

Mr Gtigorij skobeJ

+ Serbian Patriarchate

Pr6f. Stojan rgseuc

+ Bulgarian Patriarchate

Dr. Ivan Zhelev Dimitrov

+ Georgian Patriarchate

'/'EZ"—"L-/)

Metropolitan David of Sukhum

==

Kr Boris Gagua

Zjvf-ﬁfon “re

A

Oriental Orthodox members

o T A

Father Tldros Y. Malaty <

)-ihu'-rclnd‘c
+ Syrian Orthodoont Antioch

. 4_29')" Ury!

Ketropolitan Eustathius Matta Rouhm

+ Armenian Church of Etchmiadzin

(see co-secretary)

1 Catholicosate of Cilicia

Archbishop Aram Keshishian

MMM

Archbishop Mesrod Ashd]unz],_

+ Orth. Syriaa Church of the East

K-

Father George Kondortha

4 Ethiopian Orthodox Churc!

Rev, H an Varkineh
aa,.“uan. /_ /'/o r//a«_&'@
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Signatures
of the Second Agreed Statement and Recommendations to the Churches
Chanbésy, 28 September 1990

+ Church of Cyprus
+0£ﬂ/>o+«ﬂ0’f Bﬂf"%{

Horepiskopos Barnabas of Salanis

Prof. Andrees—hpavasiliﬂlf.
Wl e

+ Church of Greece

-‘}'5 M »uo—t—éks;zl"g, ;e

Metropolitan Melgtios éf Nikopolj

+ Polish Orthodox Church
Th hir SpeeA
o+ Mﬁ,;--,al—u oy Darvara n. J

Bishop Jeremiasz of Wroclaw

+ Orthodox Church in Czechoslovakia

+ K

Bishop Chfistofords of Olomouc

pro b (b% o{ﬂ/“'”/

Father Joseph 'Hauser

4 Finnish Orthodox Church

Ta ke Speoed

"y > N'f-l)‘. a p«du/—v)
Father Heikki Huttunen
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JOINT COMMISSION OF THE THEOLOGICAL DIALOGUE
BETWEEN THE ORTHODOX CHURCH AND
THE ORIENTAL ORTHODOX CHURCHES
Orthodox Centre of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
Geneva, November 1 - 6, 1993

COMMUNIQUE

Following the mandate of their Churches, the Joint Commission for the
Dialogue between the Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches held
their fourth meeting at the Orthodox Centre of the Ecumenical Patriarchate at
Chambésy, Geneva, Switzerland between 1-6 November 1993 to consider the
procedure for the restoration of full communion.

The official representatives of the two Orthodox families of Churches and
their advisors met in an atmosphere of prayer and warm, cordial, Christian
brotherly love. They experienced the gracious and generous hospitality of His
Holiness Patriarch Bartholomaios I, through His Eminence Metropolitan
Damaskinos of Switzerland, in the Orthodox Centre of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate.

The 30 participants (see the List of participants) came from Albania,
Austria, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland, Greece, India,
Lebanon, Poland, Romania, Russia, Switzerland, Syria, United Kingdom and
U.S.A.

The plenary meetings of the Joint- Commission were co-chaired by His
Eminence Metropolitan Damaskinos of Switzerland and His Eminence
Metropolitan Bishoy of Damiette. His Eminence Metropolitan Damaskinos in his
inaugural address explained the procedure which was to be followed and stressed
that "The present Meeting of the Full Joint Theological Commission for the
Dialogue between the Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches is
of the utmost importance not only for evaluating correctly the truly historic
theological work of our Commission which has been already accomplished in
our previous meetings, but also for facilitating the necessary ecclesiastical
procedures for the restoration of full communion”.

\VYY



After the inaugural meeting each side met separately to consider papers

prepared on the following subjects:

What is the competent ecclesiastical authority from each side for the lifting of
the anathemas and what are the presuppositions for the restoration of
ecclesiastical communion?

Which anathemas of which synods and persons could be lifted in accordance
with the proposal of paragraph 10 of the second Common Statement?

Which is the canonical procedure from each side for the lifting of the
anathemas and the restoration of ecclesiastical communion?

How could we understand and implement the restoration of ecclesiastical
communion in the life of our Church?

Which are the canonical and liturgical consequences of full communion?

They produced two Reports which were presented to the plenary meeting for
clarifications and discussion on the third day of the proceedings. As a result
of these discussions the Oriental Orthodox presented a document of Response
which opened the way for further discussions in the plenary. A drafting
committee consisting of H. E. Metropolitan Bishoy of Damiette, H. E.
Metropolitan Gregorios Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, H. E. Archbishop
Mesrob Krikorian from the Oriental Orthodox side and Professors Fr John
Romanides, Fr George Dragas and Vlassios Phidas from the Orthodox side
were appointed to prepare appropriate Proposals to the two church families on
lifting of anathemas from each side and restoring full communion among them.

The text of these proposals, unanimously agreed upon after discussion in
plenary session, is as follows:

PROPOSALS FOR LIFTING OF ANATHEMAS

1. In the light ofour Agreed Statement on Christology at St. Bishoy Monastery

1989, and of our Second Agreed Statement at Chambésy 1990, the
representatives of both Church families agree that the lifting of anathemas

YVA



and condemnations of the past can be consummated on the basis of their
common acknowledgement of the fact that the Councils and Fathers
previously anathematized or condemned are orthodox in their teachings. In
the light of our four unofficial consultations (1964, 1967, 1970, 1971) and
our three official meetings which followed on (1985, 1989, 1990), we have
understood that both families have loyally maintained the authentic orthodox
Christological doctrine, and the unbroken continuity of the apostolic
tradition, though they may have used Christological terms in different ways.

. The lifting of the anathemas should be made unanimously and simultaneously
by the Heads of all the Churches of both sides, through the signing of an
appropriate ecclesiastical Act, the content of which will include
acknowledgement from each side that the other one is orthodox in all
respects.

. The lifting of the anathemas should imply:

. that restoration of full communion for both sides is to be immediately
implemented;

. that no past condemnation, synodical or personal, against each other is
applicable any more;

. that a catalogue of Diptychs of the Heads of the Churches should be agreed
upon to be used liturgically.

. At the same time the following practical steps should be taken:

The Joint Sub-Committee for Pastoral issues should continue its very

important task according to what had been agreed at the 1990 meetmg of the
Joint Commission.

. The Co-Chairmen of the Joint Committee should visit the Heads of the

Churches with the view to offering fuller information on the outcome of the
Dialogue.

. A Liturgical Sub-Committee should be appointed by both sides to examine

the liturgical implications arising from the restoration of communion and to
propose appropriate forms of concelebration.

Yva



d. Matters relating to ecclesiastical jurisdiction should be left to be arranged by
the respective authorities of the local churches according to common
canonical and synodical principles.

e. The two Co-Chairmen of the Joint Commission with the two Secretaries of
the Dialogue should make provisions for the production of appropriate
literature explaining our common understanding of the orthodox faith which
has led us to overcome the divisions of the past, and also coordinating the
work of the other Sub-Commiittees.

fﬂle&.,, ltan Domuscins T et rurd“'w;?j&ﬂ
303 Papand Metropolitan Bishoy of Damiette
= Mchbishep B Mesaek- [ KT hoon
Archbishop Dr Mesrob K. Krikorian
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JOINT COMMISSION OF THE THEOLOGICAL DIALOGUE BETWEEN
THE ORTHODOX CHURCH AND
THE ORIENTAL ORTHODOX CHURCHES
Orthodox Ceatre of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
Geneva, november 1 - 6, 1993

ORIENTAL ORTHODOX CHURCHES

Coptic Orthodox Chuch

H.E. Metropolitan Bishoi Co-President
Metropolitan of Damiette

General Secretary Holy Synod

Coptic Bishopric

ET - Damiette

Tel: (20) 010/213288, 047/323338, 02/2830247, 050,794009

Fax: (20) 057/327053

H.G. Bishop Serapion of Public Advisor
Ecumenical and Social Services

P.OBox 9035 Nasr City

ET - Cairo

Tel.: (20) 02/825863, 823888

Fax: 983

Deacon Dr Emile Maher Ishak Advisor
Professor at the Coptic Orthodox

Theological College at Cairo

7 Al-Mustashfa St

ET - Shoubra Cairo

Tel: (20) 02/2023717, 645996

Potidaneias 13
GR - 157 72 Athens
Tel: (30) 01/7703650

Doctoral Cand. Joseph Moris Faltas Assistant Co-Secretary

Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and All the East

opric
Sulaimanieh Mar Sim’'an Al-Amoodi Str.
P.OBox 4194

SYR - Al

Telex: 331850 NAHRIN Fax: 449002 pr.
Tel.: (963) 021/444466, 444478
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Supreme Catholicosate of All Armenians, Etchmiadzin

HE. Archbishop Dr Mesrob K Krikorian Co-Secretary
Patriarchal Delegate for Central Europe and Sweden

Kolonitzgasse 11/11

A - 1030 Vienna

Tel: (43) 1/7122506 (ALSO FAX)

Catholicosate of Cilicia

H.E. Aram Keshishian

Archbishop of Lebanon

President of the World Council of Churches
BP. 80810 - Bourdj Hammoud

RL - Beirut

Tel: (961) 01/260706

Fax: 495531

HE. Archbishop Mesrob Ashdjian
Prelate of the Eastern Diocese of U.S.A.
138 East 39th Street,

USA - New York, NY 10016

Tel: (1) 212/6897810

Fax: 6897168

Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church of the East

Rev. Father KM. George Kondothra
Institut cecuménique de Bossey

CH - 1298 Céligny

Tel: (41) 022/7762531

Ethiopian Orthodox Church

H.E. Archbishop Makarios of Axum and Tigray
P.O.Box 1283

ETH - Addis Ababa

Tel: (251) 01/111989

Fax: 551455

Megabe Beluy Yohannes Seife Sellassie
P.O.Box 31304

ETH - Addis Ababa

Tel: (251) 01/791816
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ORTHODOX CHURCHES

Ecumenical Patriarchate

H.E. Damaskinos Papandreou Co-President
Metropolitan of Switzerland

chemin de Chambeésy 37

CH - 1292 Chambésy

Tel: (41) 022/7581629, 7581833

Fax: (41) 022/7581028, 7582416

HE. Chrysostomos Gerasimos Zaphiris Advisor
Metropolitan of Peristerion

Pan. Tsaldari 63

GR - 121 34 Peristerion

Tel: (31) 01/571977, 8043892, 8041769

Rev. Prof. George Dragas Advisor
University of Durham

Department of Theology

Abbey House, Palace Green

GB - Durham DH1 3RS

Teland Fax: (44) 091/3845304

Prof. George Martselos Advisor
Korytsas 16

GR - Kalamaria Thessaloniki

Tel: (30) 031/434316

Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria

HE. Petros Yakumelos
Metropolitan of Aksum
P.OBox 571

ETH - Addis Ababa

Tel: (251) 01/552440
(ANOTHER ADDRESS IN GREECE)
22 Karditsis Street

GR - 152 31 Halandri Athens
Prof. Vlassios Phidas Co-Secretary
Vouliagmenis 500

GR - 174 56 Alimos

Tel: (30) 01/9916721
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Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antiochia

H.E. George Khodr

Metropolitan of Mont Liban
Archeveché Grec Orthodoxe

Hadeth

RL - Beirut

Tel: (961) 01/275812, 961647, 961209

Russian Patriarchate

HE. Pitirim Necajev

Metropolitan of Volokolamsk and Jurjev
Pogodinskaya ul. 20, korp. 2

119435 Moskwa

Russian Federation

Mr Nikolai Zabolotski
chemin Terroux 27B

CH - 1218 Grand Saconnex
Tel: (41) 022/7910866

Romanian Patriarchate

H.E. Antonie Plamadeala
Metropolitan of Transilvania
Strada Mitropoliae

RO - 2400 Sibiu

Tel.: (40) 092/411584, 412867
Fax: 415521

Church of Cyprus

H.E. Barnabas Solomos
Horepiskopos of Salamis
Iera Archiepiskopi Kyprou
P.OBox 1130

CY - Nicosia

Tel: (357) 02/474411-6
Fax: 474180

Prof. Andreas Papavasiliou
8, Romanos Street

CY - 134 Nicosia

Tel: (357) 02/473712
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Church of Greece

H.E. Meletios Kalamaras

Metropolitan of Nikopolis and Preveza
GR - 481 00 Preveza

Tel: (30) 0682/28715, 26734

Fax: 27953

Rev. Prof. John S. Romanides
Eleftherias 23

GR - 174 55 Alimos Athens
Tel. and Fax: (30) 01/9827856

Chugch of Albania

Rev. Jani Trebicka

Kisha Orthodhokse Autogefale te Shqiperisé
Tirana

Albania

Tel.:(355) 042/34117

Rev. Martin Ritsi

Kisha Orthodhokse Autogefale te Shqiperiss
Tirana

Albania :

Tel.:(355) 042/34117

Czechoslovakian Orthodox Church

Rev. Protopr. Prof. Pavel Ales
Masarykova 17

77200 Olomouc

Czech Republic

Tel.: (42) 068/5222475

Prof. Roman Juriga
Amne Novika 4
60200 Bmo

Czech Republic
Tel: (42) 05/759903

Finnish Orthodox Church
Rev. Father Heikki Huttunen
Liisankatu 29

SF - 00170 Helsinki
Tel: (358) 90/1352616, 1351335
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SYRIAN PATRIARCHATE
OF ANTIOCH AND ALL THE EAST
DAMASCUS . STRIA

— By the Grace of God
Ho.E71/94. FPeb.16,1994

Hig Grace Metropolitan Bishoy of Damiette
Co-President of the Joint Commission of the
Theological Dialogue between the Orthodox Church
and the Oriental Orthodox Churches.

Dear brother in Christ,

Apostolic Benediction and greetings in our Lord Jesus
Christ.

I have the pleasure to inform you that our Syrian
Orthodox Church has received with great appreciation
the out-come of the Theclogical Nialogue between the
Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches.

We are in agreement with the proposals of the Joint
Commission which were signed by our representatives on
Sept.1990 and MNov.19%3, wvhich are based on the
theological agreed statement of St. Bishoy Monastery
of June 1989.

We would like to affirm the proposal of the dJoint
Commission, that the 1lifting of the anathemas should
be made unanimously and simultaneously by both Church
ramilies.

We shall continue to pray that our Lord Jesus Christ
may give further success and progreas in the mentioned
dialogue for the glory of God and vitnessing Orthodoxy
in our unity.

With best wishes. yours 14

Ignatius Zdkka I Iwas
Patriarch of Antioch and all the East
Supreme head of the Universal Syrian

Orthodox Church

His Grace Metropolitan Bishoy
Coptic 0Orthodox Church
Damiette-Egypt.
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Pastoral Agreement
Between
The Coptic Orthodox Church
And
The Greek Orthodox Patriarchate
of Alexandria and all Africa

Since the Holy Synods of both the Coptic Orthodox Church and the
Greek Orthodox Partriarchate of Alexandria and all Africa have already
accepted the outcome of the official dialogue on Christology between the
Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches, including the two
official agreements: the first on Christology signed in June 1989 in Egypt and
the second also on Christology and on the lifting of anathemas and restoration
of full communion signed in Geneva 1990, in which it is stated that “In the light
of our agreed statement on Christology .., we have now clearly understood that
both families have always loyally maintained the same authentic Orthodox
Christological faith, and the unbroken continuity of the apostolic tradition™. It
was agreed to have mutual recognition of the sacrament of Baptizm, based on
what St. Paul wrote "One Lord, one faith, one baptizm" (Eph 4: 5).

But since up till now we arc waiting for the responses of the Holy
Synods of some other churches in both families, the restoration of full
communion is not yet reached between the two sides of the bilateral dialogue.
And due to the pastoral consequences and implications caused by mixed
Christian Marriages between the members of the two Patriarchates of
Alexandria, having the majority of their people living in the same countries.
Those marriages being difficuit to perform in both Churches at the same time or
in concelebration. The result is that many sensitivities are created between the
two families of the partners of such marriage. Those sensitivities which can

extend even after the marriage and may affect the rclanon betwecnthc two
communities of churches.
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For those mentioned reasons, the Holy Synods of both Patriarchates have-
agreed to accept the sacrament of marriage which is conducted in either Church
with the condition that it is conducted for two partners not belonging to the
same Patriarchate of the other Church from their origin. Both the bride and the
bridegroom should carry a valid certificate from his/her own Patriarchate that
he/she has a permit of marriage and indicating the details of his/her marriage
status up to date.

Each of the two Patriarchates shall also accept to perform all of its other
sacraments to that new family of Mixed Christian Marriage.

It is agreed that the Patriarchate which shall perform the marriage shall
be responsible for any marriage problems that may happen concerning this
certain marriage, taking into consideration the unified marriage affairs law
signed by the heads of Churches in Egypt in the year 1999,

Each Patriarchate shall preserve its right not to give its sacraments to any

person whom she does not find fulfilling its canons according to the Apostolic
Tradition.

Cairo in 05/04/2001

PETROS VI . SHENOUDA Il
Pope and Patriarch Pope of Alexandira and Patriarch of
of Alexandria and all Africa the see of Saint Mark
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In the love of our God the Father, by the grace of the Only
Begotten Son, and by the gift of the holy Spirit.

on Friday, the 12th of February 1988, the mixed commission
of the dialague between the Catholic Church and Coptic Orthodox
Church met in the Monastery of Saint Bishoy, Wadi E1 Natrun, Egypt.

H.H, Pope Shenouda Ill opened the meeting by prayer. His
Excellency Giovanni Moretti, the Apostolic Nuntius in Egypt, and
Father Ouprey, Secretary of the Vatican Secrstariate for Promoting
Christian Unity, attended this meeting representing H.H. Pope Jahn
Paul 11 and enabled to sign this. agreement. Also bishops delegated
by His Beatitude Stephanos "Il Ghattas, Patriarch of the Coptic
Catholic Church, were present and delegated to sign this agreement.

We are rejofced at the historical meeting that happened
in Vatican on May 1973, between K.H. Pope Paul VI, and H.H. Pope
Shenouda II1,

This was the first meeting since about 15 centuries between
our two Churches. Jn that meeting we found ourselves in agreement
in many issues of faith. In this meeting also a mixed commission
was formed to discuss the issues of difference of doctrines and
faith between the two Churches aiming at church unity. Previously,
in Vienna, September 1971, Pro-Oriente arranged a meeting between
the theologians of the Catholic Church and those of the Oriental
Orthedox Churches: the Coptic, the Syrian, the Armenian, the
Ethiopian, and the Indian., They achieved an agreement concerning
Christology.

We are grateful to God that we are now able to sign a2 common
formula expressing our offfcfal agreement' in Christology which
was already approvad by the Haly Synod of the Coptic Orthodox
Church on 21st June, 1986.
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All other dssues of difference betweun Our Churches will
be discussed successively according to God's will.

Agreed Statement on Christology

"We belfeve that our Llord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ, the
Incarnate-Logos is perfect in Wis Divinity ‘snd perfect in His
Humanity. He made His Humanity One with His Divinfty without
Mixture, nor Mingling, nor Confusfor., His Divirity was not
separated from ‘His Humanity even for a moment or twinkiing of an
eye.

At the same time, we anathematize the Doctrines of both
Nestorius and Eutyches”,

Signatures:
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Oriental Orthodox-Reformed Dialogue
*Kerk en Wereld," Driebergen, The Netherlands
September 13, 1994 ~

Agrwd Statement on Christology

Introduction

In our search for a common understanding of the differences in Christology that
have existed between us, we have thought it appropriate to focus upon the Formula of
Upion, A.D. 433. This formula represents an agre;ament reached by Antioch and
Alexandria following the Third Ecumenical Council in 431, and, as such, provides a
.common point of departure for both parties. We find the interpretations in this agreement

to be in accord‘with the Christological doctrines in both of our traditions.

Agreed Statement
‘We confess our Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, perfect in

divinity and perfect in humanity, consisting of a rational soul and a body, begotten of the
Father before the ages according to His divinity, the Same, in the fullness of time, for us
and for our salvation, born of the Virgin Mary, according to His humanity; the Same
consubstantial with the Father according to His divinity, and consubstantial with us
according to His humanity. For a union has been made of two natures. For this cause we
confess one Christ, one Son, one Lord.

‘In accordance with this sense of the unoonfuséd union, we confess the holy Virgin
to be Theotokos, because God the Word became incarnau; and was made human, and from
‘the very conception united to Himself the temple taken from her. As to the expressions

concerning the Lord in the Gospels and Epistles, we are aware that theologians understand

H d‘roF & f*m —[5\ 1Shey



some as common, as relating to one Person, and others they distinguish, as relating to two
natures, explaining those that befit the divine nature according to the divinity of Christ,
and those of a humble sort according to His humanity.’ [Based on the Jni .
A. D. 433]

The four adverbs used to qualify the mystery of the hypostatic union belong to our
common Christological tradition: "without commingling” (or confusion) (asyngchytos),
“without chlange' (atreptos), “without separation” (achoristos), and "without division”
(adiairetos). Those among us who speak of two natures in Christ are justified in doing so
since they do not thereby deny their inseparable, indivisible union; similarly, those among
us who speak of one united divine-human nature in Christ are justified in doing so since
they do not thereby deny the continuing dynamic presence in Christ of the divine and the
human, without change, without confusion.

Both sides agree in rejecting the teaching which separates or divides the human
nature, both soul and body in Christ, from His divine nature or reduces the union of the
natures to the level of conjoining. Both sides also agree in rejecting the teaching which
confuses the human nature in Christ with the divine nature so that the former is absorbed
in the latter and thus ceases to exist. -

The perfect union of divinity and of humanity in the incarnate Word is essential for
the salvation of the human race. "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everiasting life.

(John 3:16 KJV)
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Conclusion

In offering this statement, we recognize t_he mystery of God's act in Christ and seek
to express that we have shared the same authentic Christological faith in the one incarnate
Lord.

We 3!!?_“_1‘& this statement to the authorities of the Oriental Orthodox Churches and
to the Executive Committee of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches for their

consideration and action.

Si f Co-Chai

r‘c km\euﬁ hw ?D k\j A.&.

His Grace Metropoht.an Bishoy The Rev. Dr. Milan nsky
General Secretary of the Holy Synod General Secretary of the World Alliance of
of the Coptic Orthodox Church Reformed Churches
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The meeting was honored by the presence of H. H. Pope Shenouda {!1. Pope of
Alexandria and Patriarch of the See of St. Mark. His Holiness gave a speech in the

opening session and participated in some other sessions.

His Grace Metropolitan Bishoy
Coptic Orthodox Church (Egypt)

His Grace Bishop Moussa
Coptic Orthodox Church (Egypt)

His Grace Bishop Eustathius
Matta Roham

Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch

His Grace Bishop G. M. Coorilos
Orthodox Syrian Church of the East

(India)

The Rev. Dr. Kondortha M. George
Orthodox Syrian Church of the East

(India)

The Rev. Seife Selassie Yohannes

Ethiopian Orthodox Church

List of Participants

The ‘Rev Dr. Karel Blei
Netherlands Reformed Church

Dr. Silke-Petra Bergjan
Reformed Church in Germany

The Rev. Dr. Christopher Kaiser
Reformed Church of America

The Rev. Dr. Peter McEnhil!
Church of Scotland

The Rev. Dr. Milan Opocensky
Evangelical Church of Czech
Brethren

Dr. George Sabra
Evangelical Union of Lebanon

The Rev. J. Jayakiraﬁ Sebastian
Church of South India

The Rev. Dr. Eugene Turicr
Presbyterian Church (USA)

The Rev. Dr. Rebecca Harden
Weaver
Presbyterian Church (USA)

Dr. H. S. Wilson
Church of South India
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